Monmouth Selectman’s Notes

At the November 9 meeting, Linda Hargersheimer presented Public Works Director Bruce Balfour with a Thank You signed by more than 1,000 people for repairing the Berry Road Railroad crossing.
Casey Leonard, our auditor from Runyon Kersteen Ouellette, reported that the audit showed town finances to be in good order.
Police Chief Kevin Mulherin reported that the department gave out 1,000 pieces of candy on Halloween. The department will be participating in an 18-month grant that will provide substance abuse assistance for low level drug offenders and will keep them out of the court system, if they participate. 5 local departments are participating in this $67,000 grant program. 
Code Enforcement Officer Dave Shaw reported that he is taking training for the newest MUBEC. The owner of an illegal junkyard on Hanson’s Woods Road is willing to clean it up. Dave received information that another new house will be constructed. 
Public Works Director Bruce Balfour reported that the sand pile and salt supply are ready for winter. The crew is receiving training on ice control. The new set of docks for the Cochnewagan Boat Launch was delivered. The old pressure washer was fixed for $589. (A new one costs close to $5,000.) New signs are being put up. The new transfer station trailer is having hydraulic problems. The biggest old trailer needs to have about $12,000 worth of work done because of rust. This repair will likely give it at least 5 more years of service. New trailers cost about $100,000.
Fire Chief Dan Roy reported on the structure fire on Pisgah Road in Winthrop. The garage burned and damaged the house. Last week firefighters responded to another mutual aid fire in Winthrop where a seasonal camp burned to the ground. On Halloween 477 children and at least twice as many adults (many in costumes) came to the Fire Station for candy, hot dogs, hamburgers, and refreshments. The fire and police departments and Winthrop ambulance participated in the send-offs for the cross country and soccer teams going to divisional championships. 
Town Manager Curt Lunt reported that the Academy Road sidewalk will not be moved to the side of the road because of the costs to re-engineer it. Health insurance for town employees will increase 9.25%. During the election, there were 798 absentee ballots cast out of 2392 people voting. 
Selectmen received a copy of a letter from the Annabessacook Lake Improvement Association to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife asking if there could be a moratorium on bass fishing tournaments because of the invasive milfoil infestation in the lake. 
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