Monmouth Selectman’s Notes
At the August 16 meeting, Code Enforcement Officer Dave Shaw reported that he’s received requests for permits for another new house in Monmouth. The owners have children, but he said that most new home builders are retirees. The Planning Board continues to work on the marijuana ordinance for Monmouth. Monmouth may need to have an article on our November ballot about waiting until State regulations are complete before we finalize and vote on our own ordinance.
Police Chief Kevin Mulherin reported that he cooked 150 hot dogs for National Night Out. He heard that all who attended enjoyed the event. Officers made one arrest at Monmouth Fair. Sergeant Dana Wessling has completed a course on maintenance and repair of the Glock side arms that officers carry.
During July, officers responded to 179 calls for service, conducted 94 motor vehicle stops resulting in 15 criminal summonses or arrests: 2 operating after suspension, 5 OUI, 4 speeding 30+, one Driving to Endanger, and 2 Violation of Bail and warrants. There were 13 animal complaints. Officers assisted other departments 35 times and assisted citizens 24 times. There were 6 thefts with 2 arrests. 
Town Manager Curt Lunt reported that application has been made for an extension of the boat launch ramp at the Cochnewagan Boat Launch to double its width and length. Cost is estimated at $50,000. Monmouth has won the Maine Municipal Association’s photo contest with pictures of town sites and activities. 
Selectmen set the property tax rate for 2017-2018 (based on the latest revised town revaluation) at $17.55 per $1,000 valuation. This is an increase of $1.00 over 2016-2017’s rate. The Homestead Exemption also increased by $5,000 to $20,000. If you want to figure your property tax amount take 3 zeroes off the amount, subtract 20 for the Homestead exemption, if you get one, and multiply by 17.55.
For example, if you had a $187,000 valuation (187 – 20 = 167 X 17.55= $2,930.85 in property taxes)
Gordon Murray, RSU 2 Director of Buildings and Maintenance, told selectmen that CMP requested that all the trees along the road in front of MMS be taken down because of their poor condition. Stumps will be ground up. He said new trees would be planted 15’ further back from the road, out of the right of way. The wood from the old trees will be given to Public Works to be prepared for those needing help with firewood for winter heating.  
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