Monmouth Selectman’s Notes

At the March 29 meeting, Fire Chief Dan Roy reported that the past 2 weeks were quiet. There have been 34 calls this year. The Fireman’s Auxiliary purchased a large used refrigerator from Winthrop Middle School and a new gas stove and microwave hood for use during fundraisers. Upcoming training will be on traffic control. 88 people were served at the free community supper. 
Police Chief Kevin Mulherin reported that he has applied for a seat belt enforcement grant for $2,400 to be applied from May 22 to June 4. “Drug Take Back Day” will be on April 29 from 10 to 2 at the Transfer Station. The department is providing 10 Meals-on-Wheels to residents. In February, officers responded to 158 calls for service, conducted 68 motor vehicle stops resulting in 4 criminal summonses or arrests: Operating After Suspension, OUI, Habitual Offender, Illegal Attachment of Plates. There were 11 accidents, one arrest for a domestic involving criminal threatening with a weapon, and 2 summonses for littering. 81 people were served at the free community supper.
Code Enforcement Officer Dave Shaw reported that he has received plans for a 6,000 sq.ft. lakeside log home and a lakeside tree house. A first draft of a marijuana ordinance has been written by the Planning Board.
Public Works Director Bruce Balfour reported that the repaired transfer station trailer is back in service. Total repair cost was $16,700 which will add about 10 years of service life. A new trailer would cost about $100,000. “Hazardous Household Waste Disposal Day” will be May 20. Forms are available at the Transfer Station.
Town Manager Curt Lunt reported that Monmouth Museum has requested $328 for a plaque, stating that the Blossom House is on the list of historic places, and for brochures for the 225th Monmouth Anniversary celebration on July 8.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The town manager’s budget for 2017-2018 is up $63,000, a 1.9% increase created by a 2% COLA, step raises, a 9.5% healthcare cost increase, new town office software, and capital improvements. All departments are flat funded except Recreation (due to minimum wage increases), Dispatch, and Ambulance services. Assessing and the Transfer Station budgets decreased. Revenues are projected to increase $5,000 for a net increase of $58,000. This will increase taxes on each $100,000 worth of property by $13.50. An increase in the Homestead Exemption to $20,000 will result in about a $80 reduction in taxes for most homeowners. 
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