TOWN OF MONMOUTH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Special Meeting Minutes (Remote) – April 15, 2020
PRESENT:  Doug Ludewig – Chair, Timothy McDonald – Vice Chair, and Harold Jones and Dianna Boisvert – Board Members.
ALSO PRESENT:  Linda Cohen - Town Manager, Kevin Mulherin – Police Chief, Dan Roy – Fire Chief, and David Shaw – CEO.  
At the request of Doug Ludewig – Chair, Linda Cohen read the agenda listing.

1.           Call to Order and Roll Call.  This remote special meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Doug Ludewig – Chair.
2.
Public Comment.  None. 
3.
Award of Bid to Canty Construction for the Cobbossee Vault Toilet.  Linda Cohen presented this item.  She stated that the voters approved the application for $7,500 from the state and $7,500 from the Whittier Woods woodlot fund.  The bids for the Cobbossee Boat Launch Vault Toilet were $2,500 over budget.  The engineer spoke with the lowest bidder about trimming costs, and with the Public Works doing some of the site work, it left about $850 over the budget.  Public Works will pay for the $850 from its budget.  It is ready to be awarded this evening.  The following motion was made.

MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Harold Jones to award the bid to Canty Construction for the Cobbossee Vault Toilet.

VOTED:
4-0 (Passed).

After this motion, Timothy McDonald said that some kind of program needs to be developed to check the toilet facility every day, due to past problems (i.e. vandalism).  He said more hours may be needed.  He requested that Linda Cohen see what she can come up with to have both locations checked each day for toilet paper, sanitizer, cleanliness, etc.  Linda Cohen said that she had spoken with Buddy Floyd and will talk more when she gets back into the office.

4.
Award of Bid to Larry & Sons, Inc. and to B & S Paving and Construction, Inc. for the Main Street Fire Department Parking Lot Paving.  Linda Cohen presented this item and said that three (3) written bids were received.  The low bidder (Larry & Sons, Inc.) is requesting to be awarded the bid now so they know they have the job.  This is contingent upon both voter approval and obtaining an easement from Melledy Hall for the parking lot.  The following motion was made.

MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Dianna Boisvert to approve the bid to the lowest bidder (Larry & Sons, Inc.), contingent upon voter approval and an acceptable Easement Deed for the parking lot, from Melledy Hall, recognizing that it is to be used for public parking in the future.
VOTED:
4-0 (Passed).

5.
Approval of the Warrant for Annual Town Meeting.  Linda Cohen also presented this item.  She said last week the board went through the suggested cuts by staff.  This is indicative of all the cuts that were made.  Linda Cohen stated that she did hear from the Maine Bond Bank and the interest rate will be set next week on Tuesday, April 21, 2020 and that it may be coming back lower than was thought.  Next year could have a smaller interest rate than what was anticipated, however, it will not be known until next week.  She said that this is good news – it will not go up!  Timothy McDonald asked what does this bond debt ($1.531 million) include.  Linda Cohen responded with $990,000 for the Gilman & Packard Roads, the outstanding bond for Academy Road, and for the sidewalks.  She said this should include everything.  Timothy McDonald then asked for verification that the fire trucks are lease purchases, not bonds.  The response was that this is correct.  Timothy McDonald then asked about Article 7 – Site Development Ordinance for Solar Energy.  Linda Cohen said that the Planning Board had presented to the Board of Selectmen a couple of months ago and that this was approved by the Board of Selectmen.  There were no further questions or comments.  The following motion was made.
MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Harold Jones to authorize the Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting, as is.
VOTED:
4-0 (Passed).
Linda Cohen reiterated that if the election date changes, which would be done by the Board of Selectmen, the date on the Warrant is fine, under the Executive Order.  It could be run on June 9, 2020, as an Absentee Election, however, the Board of Selectmen would need to make that decision or if they want to move it to July 14, 2020.  She said she is waiting to hear from the Governor’s Office.  She will keep this board posted on what she hears.  The Public Hearing is on the schedule for Wednesday, May 20, 2020.  Harold Jones said that he would like to discuss the Public Hearing for the Warrant and that it be placed on the agenda for next week’s regular meeting.
6.         Adjourn.   The following motion was made to adjourn the meeting.
MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Harold Jones to adjourn the meeting at 6:16 pm.
VOTED:
4-0 (Passed).

Respectfully submitted,

Doreen M. Christ  

Recording Secretary - Town of Monmouth
