 TOWN OF MONMOUTH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Meeting Minutes – October 9, 2019
PRESENT:  Doug Ludewig – Chair; Timothy McDonald – Vice Chair; and Dianna Boisvert, Darlene Sanborn and Harold Jones – Board Members.
ABSENT:  Dan Roy – Fire Chief and Doreen Christ – Recording Secretary. 
ALSO PRESENT:  Curtis Lunt - Town Manager, Kevin Mulherin – Police Chief, Bruce Balfour – PW Director, David Shaw – CEO, Donna Shaw, Laurie Walker, and Donna Seppy.        
1.           Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance.  This meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Doug Ludewig – 

Chair, along with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2.
Public Hearing – Warrant Article for November 5, 2019 Election.  Doug Ludewig asked for any comments.  There were none.  The following motion was made.

MOTION:
by Harold Jones, seconded by Darlene Sanborn, to move to close the Public Hearing – Warrant Article for November 5, 2019 Election. 

VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).
3.
Minutes of September 17, 2019 and September 25, 2019.  There were no changes made to these sets of meeting minutes.  The following motion was made.
MOTION:
by Darlene Sanborn, seconded by Harold Jones to move to accept the Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes for September 17, 2019 and September 25, 2019, as submitted. 

VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).
4.          Department Head Reports.  Kevin Mulherin – Police Chief reported that “Drug Take Back” day will be held 

on Saturday, October 26, 2019, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Transfer Station.  He said the Apple Fest was well attended 
with no issues and the detours worked very well.  He reported he is short two (2) officers with one (1) out with a gall
bladder operation and Jeremy Morin resigning.  Darlene Sanborn stated that Reserve Officer Morin has worked for the 
Town a long while and will be missed.
              David Shaw – CEO reported that school construction was busy.  He said he has multiple new houses to inspect.
              Bruce Balfour – PW Director said his paving was finished.  He said he had to stop at  Blue Road because the other 

streets came in over estimate.  He said Academy Road construction was going well.  He said 40 feet of 15 inch culvert pipe 
for the project was stolen and reported to the Police Dept.  He said his crew is hauling winter sand. 

5.          Public Comment.  Emily Dufour said the elected officials were not welcoming.  She said the new public 
comment guidelines should apply to all.  She said the Town of Monmouth needs transparency and maybe a code of ethics.  

She said the Board of Selectmen should act respectfully, openly, and lead by example.

6.          Solid Waste Transfer Bids.  Curtis Lunt said no bids were received.  Bruce Balfour – PW Director said one (1)

manufacturer called and said he could not get it in the mail in time.  Board members advised him to put it out to bid again.  

Laurie Walker said the bids have been extended two (2) weeks.

7.          2019 Municipal Valuation Return.  Curtis Lunt read the highlights, including $407,160,000 in total value, 

963 homestead exemptions, 1,536 acres in tree growth, 1,468 acres in the farm and open space program, two (2) parsonages, 

97 veteran’s exemptions, and 25 new homes built in 2017/2018.  The following motion was made.

MOTION:
by Darlene Sanborn, seconded by Harold Jones to move to approve the 2019 Municipal Valuation Return. 

VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).

8.          Mail Flyer:  November Election Information.  Timothy McDonald said he wanted to be transparent and 
mail letters to residents to provide information about the School Reuse issues and ballot question.  Laurie Walker said we do
not have a postal bulk rate permit.  Harold Jones asked if there were funds available for mailings.  Curtis Lunt said there 

were for an ad in “The Advertiser”, but not for a mailing.  The consensus of the board was to do an ad in “The Advertiser”.
9.         Draft Letter:  Simple IRA.  Curtis Lunt said he had talked with the fiscal agent for a Simple IRA and that 

employees could leave funds to be managed or transferred to another IRA.  The following motion was made.

MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Harold Jones to move to authorize Douglas Ludewig – Chair to sign the termination letter to end participation in the Simple IRA on January 1, 2020. 

VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).

10.        Liquor License Renewal – TJ’s Pizzeria.  Curtis Lunt said the Police Dept. has not had any problems and 

that TJ’s worked well with them.  The following motion was made.
MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Harold Jones to move to approve the Liquor License Renewal for TJ’s Pizzeria.  

VOTED:
4-1 (Passed).  (Darlene Sanborn Abstained).
11.         Warrant #8, Payroll and Payables.  Curtis Lunt read a listing of items over $1,000.  The following 

motion was made.

MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Harold Jones, to move to pay Warrant #8 – Payroll $39,921 and Payables - $466,499.  
VOTED:
5-0 (Passed). 
12.         Executive Session:  1 MRSA 405(6)A Personnel.  The following motion was made to enter into Executive 

Session. 
MOTION:
by Harold Jones, seconded by Darlene Sanborn, to enter into Executive Session at 6:51 pm. 

VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).

It was announced a cake was being brought in for Darlene Sanborn.  The following motion was made.

MOTION:
by Harold Jones, seconded by Timothy McDonald, to rescind the Executive Session. 

VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).

After everyone had cake in Darlene Sanborn’s honor, Douglas Ludewig- Chair read a plaque thanking Darlene 
Sanborn for her six (6) years of service.  Hugh LeMaster also made comments thanking Darlene Sanborn for making the 
Town of Monmouth a better place.
The following motion was then made to go into Executive Session at 7:15 pm.

MOTION:
by Harold Jones, seconded by Darlene Sanborn, to enter into Executive Session at 7:15 pm with Laurie Walker and Curtis Lunt.
VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).

The following motion was made to end the Executive Session.
MOTION:
by Darlene Sanborn, seconded by Timothy McDonald, to end the Executive Session at 8:37 pm and re-enter the regular session of this meeting. 

VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).

13.          Adjourn.  The following motion was made to adjourn the meeting.
MOTION:   
by Darlene Sanborn, seconded by Timothy McDonald, to move to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 pm. 

VOTED:     
5-0 (Passed). 

Respectfully submitted,

Curtis Lunt 
Town Manager - Town of Monmouth
