
 TOWN OF MONMOUTH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Meeting Minutes – May 8, 2019
PRESENT:  Doug Ludewig – Chair; Timothy McDonald – Vice Chair; and Darlene Sanborn and Harold Jones – Board Members.
ABSENT:  Dianna Boisvert – Board Member and Doreen Christ – Recording Secretary.
ALSO PRESENT:  Curtis Lunt - Town Manager, Bruce Balfour – Public Works Director, Kevin Mulherin – Police Chief, David Shaw – CEO, Dan Roy – Fire Chief, Kent Ackley – State Representative, Wendy Dennis – Cobbossee Watershed District (CWD), Donna Seppy and ten (10) citizens.      
1.           Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance.  This meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Doug Ludewig – 

Chair, along with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2.
Minutes of April 24, 2019.  The following motion was made.

MOTION:
by Harold Jones, seconded by Doug Ludewig, to move to approve the Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes for April 24, 2019, as written.

VOTED:
3-1 (Passed).  (Timothy McDonald Abstained).
3.          Spirit of America Award.  Doug Ludewig read and presented the “Spirit of America Award” foundation 
tribute to the “Monmouth Fish and Game Sportsman’s Club” for its service, dedication, and contributions to the community. 
Kirk Backman, Club President, accepted the award.

4.          State Representative Kent Ackley – Legislative Update.  Kent Ackley said that they were dealing with
2,000 bills and had finished 900 of them.  He said they were dealing with the budget and that revenues were up over 
estimates and that his priority was in getting more revenue sharing.  He said he was co-sponsoring a bill to require snow and 
ice cleanup from cars and small trucks.  He said they were working to exempt large trucks.  He said the Annabessacook 
Boat Launch was making to design and should be built by Spring 2020.  He said the “Dept. of Inland Fisheries” had put a 
surface use restriction area on Annabessacook Lake near Waugan Bridge to enforce the milfoil affected area.  Donna Seppy
asked why large trucks should be exempted from clearing ice and snow.  Harold Jones said many trucks have ice clearing 
equipment, but most large trucks are from out-of-state and it would require help at the entry.  Mark Burgess asked about the
“Red Flaggers” bill and was told it was in committee and controversial.  Kent Ackley said the “Food Shaming” bill had 
passed, which prohibits schools from withholding food, if the parents do not pay.  Kent Ackley will check on a fiscal 
impact.  
5.  Department Head Reports.  Wendy Dennis, of the Cobbossee Watershed District (CWD), spoke about the planned 
alum treatment of Cochnewagan Lake.  She said the contractor will start May 29, 2019 and take two (2) weeks or so,
weekdays, and asked that the parking lot be roped of and no swimming be allowed during the week.  She will provide a 
statement or press release to be posted on the Town’s Website.  The following motion was made.

MOTION:
by Harold Jones, seconded by Darlene Sanborn, to move to close the beach park (leaving the launch open) for the duration.  

VOTED:
4-0 (Passed). 

            Kevin Mulherin – Police Chief said “Drug Take Back” day netted 45 lbs.  He said he was continuing to recruit for a 

patrolman vacancy.  He said there were plans for a May 18, 2019 “Dempsey” motorcycle ride coming through Town with 

up to 300 riders.

            David Shaw – CEO said the Water’s Edge Drive name change had not been recorded because all the abutters were 
not notified.  He showed pictures of the new school construction and said they were making good progress and he had given

a tour to the Board of Selectmen Chair (Doug Ludewig) and the Town Manager (Curtis Lunt).
            Dan Roy – Fire Chief said his department had received “PTSD Training” and was planning fundraising at the May 

Faire and Memorial Day.  He said the dept. was interested in putting its antique fire truck in the former Fire Station owned 

by Mary Turner.  Mary Turner said there was work to be done and she was getting estimates.  She said she was interested in 

donating through a lease to the Museum.  Timothy McDonald said the Town’s Attorney should be consulted about any lease 

or ownership arrangements.  Dan Roy said he envisioned this as a multi-year fundraising campaign. 

            Bruce Balfour – PW Director said the boat launch is to be paved tomorrow.  He said high water had saturated and 
collapsed the gravel under the pavement on top of the Wilson Pond Road culvert.  He said he is going to excavate and place
fabric and new gravel.  He said Wright-Pierce Engineers were on site and were going to help apply for a “Replacement 

Grant”.  He said he lost the Transfer Station electronic waste vendor and has acquired a new one (“E-waste 
Computers/TV’s”), which is free.  
            Curtis Lunt – Town Manager provided a spreadsheet from Wayne showing “2018, Wayne Area Mill Rates”.  He said

the 14 towns average was $17.35 and Monmouth was $17.55.  He said the Academy Road sidewalk was on track to be 

ready for bidding on May 30, 2019.  He said the budget was $657,000 and is lower than the current estimate of $850,000, 

so it will be bid to Norris Hill with an alternate to the Cottrell Elementary School.  He said a high flow catch basin was 

added to solve a drainage problem.  

6.         Public Comments.  There were none.

7.
County Budget Public Hearing Notice.  Curtis Lunt said there was a Public Hearing on May 21, 2019, at 5:00 pm at the Hill House, 125 State Street, Augusta, Maine.  He said the budget was up 2.73 percent with the Monmouth assessment up $23,442 to $434,333.

8.
Warrant for RSU#2 Budget Referendum.  This is notice of the June 11, 2019 referendum to ratify the results of the budget meeting.  The following motion was made.

MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Harold Jones, to move to approve the Warrant for RSU#2 Budget Referendum. 

VOTED:
4-0 (Passed).  

9.
Financial Reports – Appropriations and Revenues.  Curtis Lunt reviewed the appropriations and revenues dated May 6, 2019.  He said appropriations were in line, except for Public Works – Winter, which was over because of higher salt and sand use.  Revenues were higher than projected.  

10.       Quit Claim Deed.  Curtis Lunt presented this item.  This was for Quitclaim Release Deeds for Jeremy Nelson 
(Map 4, Lot 31) and William Cushman, Heirs (Map 10, Lot 15).  Curtis Lunt stated that all back taxes and fees had been 
paid.  The following motion was made.  
MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Darlene Sanborn, to move to approve the Quitclaim Release Deeds for both Jeremy Nelson (Map 4, Lot 31) and William Cushman (Map 10, Lot 15).

VOTED:
4-0 (Passed).
11.          Warrant #23, Payroll and Payables.  Curtis Lunt read a listing of items over $1,000.  The following motion 

was made.
MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Darlene Sanborn, to move to pay Warrant #23 - Payroll $36,864 and Payables - $494,159.  
VOTED:
4-0 (Passed).
12.         Adjourn.  The following motion was made to adjourn the meeting.
MOTION:   
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Harold Jones, to move to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 pm.  

VOTED:     
4-0 (Passed). 

Respectfully submitted,

Curtis Lunt
Town Manager – Town of Monmouth
