Monmouth Selectmen’s Meeting Notes


At our meeting on November 4, Public Works Director Herb Whittier reported that the Middle School playground has been completed. The sand pile is ready for winter. Doug Beck is working on the trail grant for the Cobbossee Boat Launch site. The 13 year old transfer station trailer is having rusted sections repaired and will be repainted. The town garage office is back together and is noticeably warmer. A new employee, Trudy Lee, has been hired for the transfer station. Selectmen accepted a bid of $3,500 for the 1990 truck. 


Town Manager Curt Lunt reported that the Maine Department of Transportation replied to our letter of concern about the Waugan Bridge. They will be strengthening the bridge but not widening it. A meeting with a traffic engineer will be held to discuss new signs. We currently have about $200,000 in the bank. We can get a tax anticipation loan at 2.45% interest. Kennebec County will be changing their budget from a calendar year to fiscal year and will give us up to 5 years to pay the additional costs ($161,000). 


On Monday, November 9 at 5:30 pm, selectmen met with prospective candidates for a position on the Public Safety Advisory Committee and held a workshop with current members. An opinion from the town attorney on confidentiality and the “right to know” law, as it applies to this committee, were discussed. 
A public hearing on the police budget was held on November 10 with about 35 townspeople attending. Voting on the police budget will be held on Tuesday, November 24 at Cumston Hall. Absentee ballots are available now. We are requesting approval of a budget of $272,000 to operate the department for the year. If this amount fails to pass, we are requesting authorization to hold an open town meeting to vote on this budget. There is also a request to delay property tax collection dates to January 27 and May 27. 
Douglas Ludewig

dludewig@roadrunner.com

