TOWN OF MONMOUTH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Meeting Minutes – July 29, 2020
PRESENT:  Doug Ludewig – Chair, Timothy McDonald – Vice Chair, and Harold Jones, Kristin Sanborn, and Mike Minkowsky - Board Members.
ALSO PRESENT:  Linda Cohen - Town Manager, David Shaw – CEO, Bruce Balfour – PW Director, and Doreen Christ – Recording Secretary. 
1.       
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance.  This meeting was held at The Theater at Cumston Hall and was called to order at 6:00 pm by Doug Ludewig – Chair, along with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
2.
Approval of Minutes for 07-15-2020 Meeting.  The following motion was made.

MOTION:
by Kristin Sanborn, seconded by Mike Minkowsky to approve the Board of Selectmen meeting minutes for July 15, 2020, as written.
VOTED:
4-1 (Passed).  (Harold Jones – Abstained).

3.
Department Reports.  David Shaw said he was very busy doing inspections and said he will submit a detailed report at the next meeting. 
Bruce Balfour reported that Packard Road has been paved (with a base coat).  Mr. Jones suggested that if there is gravel left over, that it be added to the Old Town Road.  Mr. McDonald asked what is on the paving list?  Mr. Balfour said he would like to get Academy Road done.  Mr. McDonald also stated that people are still upset with Cressey Road and suggested keeping an eye on Cressey Road before bad weather sets in.  He asked why starting the sidewalks is this taking so long?  

Ms. Cohen said that the Fire Chief was out of state and that the Police Chief was out, due to his vehicle.   The Dept. of Transportation (MDOT), Mr. Balfour, the engineer, and the contractor walked the entire length of the Academy Road sidewalk.  There remains a very tiny punch list of items left to be done.  She said in regards to any November 2020 ballot questions, they must be sent to the ballot at the Board’s first meeting in September 2020.  The Town is re-issuing the Request-For-Proposal (RFP) for the Cottrell Elementary School.  The deadline is September 14, 2020 to receive the proposal back.  Next week, after August 3, 2020, you can go on the state link to get the application for absentee ballots.  The State of Maine will reimburse the Town for part of the cost of a new absentee ballot box, since they are expecting a huge turnout in November 2020.    
4.
Select Board Reports.  Mr. McDonald said the School Reuse Committee will offer a couple of choices.  He also said that there will be a referendum between both choices.  Mr. Jones suggested not offering choices on a ballot.


Ms. Cohen stated that there will be a walk-thru of the schools with Department Heads this Thursday, July 30, 2020, for inventory to use for the Town buildings.  Mr. McDonald stated that:  a.  there will be a free-style auction one (1) weekend and b.  a clean out of what is left for another weekend.  Mr. McDonald stated that any money received will go to the undesignated fund balance.  Mr. Jones suggested waiting to throw out materials and to make them part of the sale.

5.
Public Comment.  A member of the public asked about utility costs for the RSU#2 (each school).  Mr.  McDonald said that they will be the worst issue.  He said that there are no numbers on insurance.  He also said the roof on the Cottrell Elementary School building is very bad.

6.
Accepting Dividend from Maine Municipal Association.  Ms. Cohen presented this item.  She said this formally accepts the money (a dividend check in the amount of $7,459) from the Maine Municipal Association (MMA), as a result of its good loss experience and loss prevention programs.  The following motion was made.  

MOTION:
by Harold Jones, seconded by Kristin Sanborn to accept the refund from the MMA.
VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).
7.
Election of Maine Municipal Association Legislative Policy Committee.  Ms. Cohen presented this item.  She said that the Legislative Policy Committee is made up of 70 members from all over the state, who meet five to six times a year when the Legislature is in session to discuss pending legislation that has an impact on the functions of municipal government.  This committee is how MMA will testify before the Legislature. They vote to either support, oppose, or take no position on the bills.  The ballot asks the Select Board to vote for two.  On the ballot is Linda Cohen and also Diana Scully – Councilor, City of Hallowell for this committee.  The following motion was made.

MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Kristin Sanborn to support Linda Cohen for the position on the ballot  (Legislative Policy Committee).
VOTED: 
4-1 (Passed).  (Harold Jones – Opposed).  

Mr. Jones stated he was not opposed to Linda Cohen on this committee; however, he wanted to vote for both.
8.
Property Tax Abatement Request – 806 Main Street.  Ms. Cohen presented this item.  This abatement request is by Andrew Johnson with property identified as Map 51, Lot 66 located at 806 Main Street.  As per Donna Hays (Assessor’s Agent) review, she found that in relationship to similar properties that the assessment is equitable.  She is recommending to this Board that the abatement request be denied.  The following motion was made.
MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Mike Minkowsky to accept the Assessor’s Agent recommendation to deny the property tax abatement request by Andrew Johnson – 806 Main Street (Map 51, Lot 66).
VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).
9.
Mobile Home Park Licenses – 962 Main Street and 15 Blue Road.  Ms. Cohen presented this item.  As per the Town of Monmouth’s Ordinance, an annual mobile home/manufactured housing park application is required to be submitted for approval by the Town’s Select Board.  The fee is $50.00.  The list of all mobile homeowners, as of April 1st, must be submitted to the Assessor’s Agent with the application.  The application is due each year by May 1st, and there is a $25.00 per day fee for each day the application is late.  Ms. Cohen stated that her practice has always been to mail renewal applications two months before expiration, giving applicants plenty of time to submit the application before the deadline.  She commented that this will be the process going forward and is recommending that the Select Board waive the late fees that total $4,050.  The following motion was made.
MOTION:
by Harold Jones, seconded by Kristin Sanborn to waive the late fees for this instance, to grant the licenses, and to express to the owners that this is a one-time courtesy.
VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).
10.
Accepting a Turnaround Easement at 317 Packard Road and Authorizing the Paving of the Easement Area.  Ms. Cohen presented this item.  This is a turnaround for snowplows.  There currently is no Easement Deed to turnaround there, however, the owner (Brian Trahan) has allowed the Town to use the property.  The driveway is dirt and needs to have the turnaround portion paved in order to maintain the integrity of the edge of the newly paved road when it is done.  The Town’s cost to pave the end of the driveway is $4,500.  The owner will pay for the rest.  This Turnaround Easement will be filed in the Registry of Deeds and will go with the land.  The following motion was made.
MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Kristin Sanborn to accept the Turnaround Easement and to authorize the expenditure to pave it.
VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).

11.
Annual Appointments.  Ms. Cohen said that these appointments are required to be done each year.  The following appointments were then made:   
-
Ruth Ann Smith - Cumston Library Trustee,
-
David Shaw - Code Enforcement Officer and Alternate Plumbing Inspector,
-
Ernie Sylvester - Plumbing Inspector and Alternate Code Enforcement Officer, and
-
Linda Cohen - Town Clerk, Treasurer, Tax Collector, General Assistance Administrator, Health Officer, and Road Commissioner.
Both the Planning Board and Board of Appeals will be submitted at another meeting.  The following motion was made.

MOTION:
by Mike Minkowsky, seconded by Kristin Sanborn to accept the appointments, as described.

VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).
12.          Warrant #3 - Payroll and Payables.  Ms. Cohen read a listing of items over $1,000.  The following 
motion was made.
MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Kristin Sanborn, to pay Warrant #3– Payroll $51,887.59 and Payables - $835,568.26.
VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).
13.         Adjourn.   The following motion was made to adjourn the meeting.
MOTION:
by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Harold Jones, to adjourn the meeting at 7:02 pm.
VOTED:
5-0 (Passed).

Respectfully submitted,

Doreen M. Christ
Recording Secretary - Town of Monmouth

